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LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,
TRANSMITTING

ef tlie Commissioner ef Indian A.,ffairs,_ submztting an_ e~timate qf app ropriation required to supply a de.ficu·ncy in the appropriatwn
fo r tlte relief ef tlle Navajo lndiuns now at or near Fort Sumner, for the
year ending June 30, 1868.

A copy qf a report

JULY 13, 18{i7. -R<•a<l allcl r<'f'erre<l to fhc Committee on Indian Affairs and ordered to be
printed.

_

D1:<1PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

Waski11igton, D. 0., July 13, 1867.
S IR : J have the honor to transmit to the Senate herewith a copy of a report

of the 10th in stant, from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, submitting an
"Estimate of appropriation required to supply a defici0ncy in t be appropriation
for th e relief of th e Navajo Indians now at or near Fort Sumner, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1868," to which the favorable consideration of Congress
i8 r <>s pectfully invited. The amount asked for is $304,320.
.
V ery respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

W. T. O'l.1 'rO,
Acting Secretary.

Hon.

BE~ JAMIN

F.

WADE,

P resident United States Senate.

D E PARTMENT OF 'l'HE lN'l'ERJOR, OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Washington, D. 0., July 10, 1867.
Sm : R eferring to office reports of the 25th of May last and 28th ultimo, relative to th e Navajo Indians on the Bosque Redondo reservation in New Mexico
about to be transferred to this department, and to your response to the letter:
approving my action in regard to feeding these Indians under the contract submitted with saiu report of the 28th, I would respectfully say that, in view of
all_the circumstances connect~d with t~i~ case, and the fact that the sum appropriated by the last Congress 1s not sufficient to purchase subsistence to feed the
i--aid Indians for a longer time than three months, I deem it of the utmost importance that the attention of Congress be invited to the matter at its present
ses ·ion, in order that the necessary steps may be taken to have the Indians in
question taken care of after the $ 100,000 appropriated by the last Congress
hab been expend ed.
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NAVAJO INDIANS.

As stated in office report of the 25th of May last, the cost to the go,·
for feeding them Indians under the management of the War Departm"
amounted to not far from $1,500,000 annually, including the first co
subsistence and the transportation of the same to the reservation. Taki
first cost of the subsistence furnished by the War Department as ab :
the cost to the government for each ration furnished to the Indians o
reservation has been from twenty-four to twenty-nine cents. The cont. •
Mr. Simerly stipulates that rations of beef, flour, and salt shall be furL':h
a cost of nineteen cents each; this would make a difference of at least fin:
on each ration in favor of the present arrangement, without taking into
sideration the cost of transportation under the War D epartment, anl
as a basis the whole number of Indians to be feel to be 7,000, the difforenr.e
a full year would be $127,750.
Assuming that there will be 7,000 of these Indians to be subsisted and
for the present fiscal year, and that the department commences to feed the
the 1st of Scptembm· next, and continues to feed them to the end of the p
fiscal year, at a cost of 19 cents per ration, as under the contract with •
Simerly, it will cost the government $404,320. Tbe sum of $100,000 ba5
appropriated for the purpose, but, as will be seen, this sum is totally iuadeq
for the purp~)Se, and it will require at least a further sum of $304,320 t'l
and properly care for said Indians during the fi~cal year ending Juue 30, l
This matter has been brought to the notice of the department and of C
gress so often that I do not consider it necessary or advisable, at the pretirne, to make a lengthy report on the suldect. The fact that, in order to k
these Indians on the reservation, and thus prevent them from scattering throu~
the. whole territory to rob and steal for a,n existence, they must be fed and p
vided for until such time as they are able to subsist themselves by their fa
ing operations, must be apparent to all; and I am of the opinion that if
attention of Congress be again invited to thr matter, such strps will bet ke
the care of said Indians as, in its wisdom, may be conRidered just and prope •
I therefore submit herewith an estimate for $304,320 to supply a defici •
in the appropriation made by the 39th Congress for the relief of the Tarnjo ~ ·
dians, now at or n ear Fort Sumner, aud respectfully request that the same,
Ruch favorable recommendation as yon may deem proper, be transmitted to
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives for
action of Congress.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. G. 'I1AYLOR, Commi.,. irm •
Ilon. W. T. OTTO,

Acting Secretary qf the Interior.

ERtimate of appropriation req•1ircd to i-:upply a deficiency in the appropria ·
for the reliefof the 1 an1jo Indiaus nnw at or near Fort Sumner for tlie
year ending June 30, 1 68.
For this amount, or :o much thereof' a~ may be necessary, to supply a
cirncy jn the appropriation for the relief of the Na.vajo Indians now at or
:Fort. , 'nmncr, in Tew Mexico, to be e.· pe11 dcd nnrler the direction of the
t:iry of the Interior, for the :fi:--cal ."<'ar rncHng June 30, 1 67 •·304,:3:20.
T

